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S e c t i o n  I  

P.1.   FIELD OF APPLICATION 

This document: 

 describes in greater detail the method for verifying an EPD already governed by the EPDItaly Regulation, 
and refers to those cases where the database for the particular product is not considered sufficiently 
representative, under the terms of the relevant PCR and the EPDItaly Regulation.  

 applies to the EPDs for an actual product by an Organisation, whether or not it has been put on the 
market1, which is similar to a product by the EPD Owner, with its representative data.  

"Similar products" are those for which the production cycle: 

 is the same (main processes),  

 takes place in the same Production Unit with main energy carriers that are basically identical, or with differences 
that can be justified by the organisation (with similar criteria for the raw materials); 

 refers to the same PCR; 

A similar product may differ from the reference product in terms of: 

 its size and shape; 

 the number of components in the mixture/bill of materials; 

 certain components in the mixture/bill of materials (raw materials); 

 certain stages in the production process (some stages of the process that differ in type); 
 

P.2 EPD VERIFICATION PROCESS  

In addition to the provisions of the EPDItaly Regulation, the following is also specified: 

The EPD Owner must demonstrate the similarity of the EPD product to the reference product, by a comparative study of 
the two products, on the basis of the criteria outlined above. He should also be able to justify the representative nature of 
the primary data used to develop the LCA study of the EPD product, through a comparison with the primary data for the 
similar product.  

The EPD Owner should submit this study to the auditor in the form of a technical report, together with any relevant 
supporting documents.  It is therefore important to present all the assumptions made (e.g. allocation of the annual data 
relative to the similar product, the input/output of the modified steps of the production process, the distance of suppliers of 
new raw materials, and so on) and analysis of the representative character of the data and the sensitive nature of the results. 

The primary data for any stages of the production process that differ from those of the reference product may also be 
presented by the EPD Owner with the use of: 

- Data sourced from an industrial production cycle for the product, which can justifiably claim to represent the 
industrial production process for the product itself; 

- Data derived from one-off or lab-based production and special tests, and the relative processing of such data to carry 
out "scaling-up" operations, so as to show that they are representative of the industrial production process for the 
product itself; 

The EPD will contain the following statement regarding the reference database: "the database used is regarded as representative on 
the basis of a comparative study, which examined the data for a reference product of the EPD Owner". 

The EPD is valid for 18 months. The EPD must then be updated, revised and republished, using the primary data relative 
to at least 12 months' production of the product, and available at the time.  

 
1 A product not put on the market (Prototype) is a product that has not yet left the premises of the Organisation. 


